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Adding your home photographs to the MLS is one of the major stepping stones in the selling process. 

For great looking photographs that will attract buyers two things are needed.   

1. A photographer that has the experience to create and deliver realistic and inviting professional 

photographs. 

2. A home that is full of natural light, clutter free and displays characteristics that make it stand out 

from the rest. 

Assuming that you have hired a competent professional photographer,  step #2 is where you the home 

owner/agent can make all the difference to the final product. Here is a short list to help you prepare 

your home for the MLS photo shoot. 

Home Preparation 
1. Turn on all lights in the house with the exception of ceiling fan lights.  A bright home is key to 

real estate photos. 

2. Replace any lights that are burned out. Nothing is worse in photos than a light fixture only 

displaying partial lighting. 

3. Turn off ceiling fans. Running fans create blurs in photos. 

4. Turn on exterior lights. Even if the shoot  you have scheduled is during the day, lights always add 

depth and contrast. 

5. Remove as many items as possible on kitchen counters. 'Clutter Free' is a key idea in real estate 

photos. Counters can have a few items reminiscent of a kitchen but think about enhancing the 

space with some flowers. No dishes etc should be present in the sink. 

6. Bathrooms should also have clutter free counters. Put personal items away such as brushes and 

toothpaste tubes.  Towels should be neatly displayed and color coordinated if possible. Shower 

curtains/doors can be drawn or open but don't open if there are personal items present. Toilet 

seats down! 

7. The clutter free idea is true of bedrooms too.  Removing most personal items is best but what is 

removed is strictly up to the owner/agent. For instance you may want to display a personal 

photograph. If showing a closet make sure the clothes are neatly hung. 

8. Living rooms should have a liveable look without books, magazines, remotes or other items 

cluttering the coffee table. Couch pillows should be well displayed and the TV should be off. 

9. Back and front yards should be well groomed as this is the first thing the potential buyer sees. If 

a pool is present make sure that  it is free of debris and any hoses or pool toys are removed. 

10. Remove cars from the driveway and temporarily park them away from the view of the home.  

11. Trash cans should not be seen from the front or backyard view of the home.  

I hope this has been a helpful guide in to what is needed  to present your home on MLS at its best. This 

is an exciting step to your final goal and one that can make a big difference in attracting buyers to your 

MLS listing. 
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